A nosriTAL proper has two great functions to perform.
Secondly. The training and education in the best possible manner of the men who are to act as physicians and surgeons to the rich and poor alike in coming generations, both at home and abroad.
It is difficult to determine which of these functions is the more important. Without the medical schools, physicians and surgeons could not be properly educated. Patients would not resort to hospitals if they did not find there properly qualified medical men to treat them.
I have often thought that the public generally do not sufficiently appreciate the advantages derived by the union of the medical school with the hospital, and there are undoubtedly many poor people who are disinclined to enter hospitals, owing to the presence of medical students and to the number of doctors present in the wards. This arises from their failing to appreciate the advantages they have over the rich in this respect. The physicians and surgeons who, at great cost, are summoned to the bedside of the rich man, needing their assistance and advice, are, as a rule, the very men that perform gratuitously the largest amount of work in the relief of the sick poor in our hospitals. In both cases the patient is tended by trained and skilled nurses ; but in the hospital the appliances and facilities for the treatment of the sick are necessarily far superior to those in a private house, and the surgeon or physician in charge is not only aided and assisted by competent dressers, but his work has to be performed in the presence of the junior members of the staff, who are ever on the watch, anxious to obtain the largest experience and the best professional knowledge.
As an illustration of the growing appreciation of the excellent work in our large hospitals, I should like to mention the case of an old friend of mine.
He was very rich, and held a distinguished public position ; his leg was accidently broken in the City ; he desired the bystanders to take him at once to the nearest general hospital; he remained there nine weeks, and then went away probably more perfectly cured and with less suffering than he would have endured if he had been taken to his beautiful home at the West End.
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